
 

Research and Evaluation from 
Systemic Arts Education Initiatives 
 
Across the country, knowledge is accumulating in the work of over a dozen systemic urban 
initiatives that integrate the arts within overall education reform. This knowledge comes 
from individual research projects and evaluations. 
 
This document is a beginning directory of reports and informational Websites, as well as a 
source of vital information on the context of education reform. Virtually all the cited sources 
are online and accessible via the hyperlinks in blue text. Click to read, and check back here 
for frequent updates. 
 
 
Research and Evaluation Reports 
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http://artsedcollaborative.org/files/file/Resources/Resource%20Room/Publications/ProDevReport2008.pdf
http://www.keepartsinschools.org/Research/Materials/FinalSurveyReport_2005.pdf
http://www.keepartsinschools.org/Research/Materials/FinalSurveyReport_2005.pdf
http://www.bigthought.org/LinkClick.aspx?fileticket=U8F6pyt9Weg%3d&tabid=267
http://www.cehd.umn.edu/CAREI/Reports/AAA/docs/AAA-Compilation-of-Evaluation-Findings-2007-03-30.pdf
http://www.cehd.umn.edu/CAREI/Reports/AAA/docs/AAA-Compilation-of-Evaluation-Findings-2007-03-30.pdf
http://www.aep-arts.org/files/publications/Art%20of%20Collaboration%20-%20Web.pdf?PHPSESSID=432fd54aa1226ab285b1c100524e9710
http://www.aep-arts.org/files/publications/Art%20of%20Collaboration%20-%20Web.pdf?PHPSESSID=432fd54aa1226ab285b1c100524e9710
http://www.bigthought.org/LinkClick.aspx?fileticket=FXWfQ7oDVyA=&tabid=267
http://www.omgcenter.org/PDF/OMG_Ford_ArtsEd_6rev.pdf
http://www.omgcenter.org/PDF/OMG_Ford_ArtsEd_6rev.pdf


 
Waldorf, L. (2009). Arts Education District Case Studies. Los Angeles County Arts 
Commission. 
 
Wolf, D. P., and Denson, K. (2009). Nurturing Creative Capital: Successful Children, Strong 
Families, and Vibrant Neighborhoods. Dallas: Big Thought. 
 
Wolf, D. P., and Denson, K. (2009). Thriving Minds Year Two: Improving Quality. Dallas: Big 
Thought. 
 
Wolf, D. P., Bransom, J.. and Denson, K. (2007). More Than Measuring. Program Evaluation 
as an Opportunity to Build the Capacity of Communities (executive summary online). Dallas: 
Big Thought. In this book, researchers share findings illustrating the positive outcomes of 
collaborative arts integration, as well as outline the ways Big Thought has conducted 
evaluation to drive improvement. The Dallas ArtsPartners Longitudinal Study was conducted 
over four years in cooperation with the Dallas ISD, the city of Dallas and more than 50 
cultural organizations. 
 
Wolf, T., and Wolf, D. P. (n.d.). Building a System of Opportunities for Creative Learning: 
Year 2 Research and Evaluation Report. Big Thought's Research and Evaluation Team, in 
conjunction with a broad set of community partners, developed a set of tools to track 
progress of the Thriving Minds system.  This report highlights two years of growth as well as 
opportunities for future programmatic development. 
 
 
Evaluation/Research Websites of Arts Ed Initiatives 
 
Arts Education Collaborative (Pittsburgh) 
 
Big Thought Research and Assessment (Dallas) 
 
Boston Public Schools Arts Expansion Initiative
 
The Results of Arts for Academic Achievement (Minneapolis) 
 
Arts for Children and Youth in Greater Philadelphia: Research
 
 
New for Grantees – Data Portals 
 
Following are some of the sites that provide data on the context of education reform: 
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Council of the Great City Schools

http://lacountyarts.org/artsed/casestudies.html
http://www.bigthought.org/LinkClick.aspx?fileticket=zCDBa8NBkbE=&tabid=267
http://www.bigthought.org/LinkClick.aspx?fileticket=zCDBa8NBkbE=&tabid=267
http://www.bigthought.org/LinkClick.aspx?fileticket=eBqcIssOQcc=&tabid=267
http://www.bigthought.org/LinkClick.aspx?fileticket=lNpvQ/07Z9M=&tabid=267
http://www.bigthought.org/LinkClick.aspx?fileticket=lNpvQ/07Z9M=&tabid=267
http://www.bigthought.org/LinkClick.aspx?fileticket=GE0cGJGvmYE%3d&tabid=267
http://www.bigthought.org/LinkClick.aspx?fileticket=GE0cGJGvmYE%3d&tabid=267
http://artsedcollaborative.org/pages/research
http://www.bigthought.org/WhatWeDo/ResearchAssessment
http://www.edvestors.org/other-files/The_Arts_Advantage_2010_Progress_Report.pdf
http://aaa.mpls.k12.mn.us/Research_and_Evaluation.html
http://www.omgcenter.org/Arts4Youth/research.html
http://www.cgcs.org/


The Economic Benefits of Reducing High School Dropout Rates in America’s Fifty Largest 
Cities. Washington, DC: Alliance for Excellent Education. 
 
Leaders and Laggards: A State‐By‐State Report Card of Educational Innovation. Washington, 
DC: Center for American Progress. 
 
Recommend a Report or Link for Inclusion 
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Click here to email Michael or Sarah with your suggestion. 

http://www.all4ed.org/publication_material/EconMSA
http://www.all4ed.org/publication_material/EconMSA
http://www.americanprogress.org/issues/2009/11/leaders_laggards/index.html
mailto:michaels@ccsso.org?subject=Research%20or%20evaluation%20recommendation
mailto:sarahs@ccsso.org?subject=Research%20or%20evaluation%20recommendation

