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AEP Arts Ed State Policy Survey
AEP conducted 50- State & DC survey since 1999
States responsible for ed priorities, policy & funding
Focus on state legis & board policy directives
Survey State Dept of Ed arts education personnel
New Improved 2007 -08 Survey!
ÂRevised state policy topics and questions
ÂRequired Y/N responses for numerical counts of states
ÂAdded new questions on compliance, implementation & 

other topics
ÂChanged format to conduct completely online
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Part I:8 Arts Education 
Policy Areas

1. State Instructional Mandate
2. State Arts Standards
3. State Assessment Requirement
4. HS Graduation Requirement
5. College Admission Requirement
6. Elem Classroom Teacher Licensure Requirements
7. Arts Specialist Teacher Licensure Requirements
8. Arts Specialist Continuing Ed Requirements



© Arts Education Partnership, 2008

State Policy Survey: Parts II and III
Part II: 5 New Questions
ÂCompliance Levels
ÂEmerging Policy Issues
ÂData Collection
ÂReporting Formats
ÂResearch Plans

Part III: Additional Information
ÂState Education Agency Website
ÂArts Ed Site or Pages
ÂArts Ed Contact Person
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AEP Arts Ed State Policy Survey
Methodology

Fall/Winter 2007

All 50 States and D.C.

Respondents Mostly SEA Staff

SEADAE and NASAA Assistance

Part I: State- by- State Reports

Part II: Opinion - Responses Aggregated

Part III: Permission to Post Contact Info



© Arts Education Partnership, 2008

All 50 States and D.C.*

*Except Where Noted
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Arts Education State Policy Areas
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Compliance: òA work in progressó
Perceived Levels of Compliance 

with State Policy
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45% rate compliance as 
high
Average rating is 3.4
Equivalent to a grade of 
òC+ó
Policy Paradox: Strong 
policies; weak 
implementation
Result is poor access or low 
quality for large numbers 
of students

Source: AEP 2007-08 Arts Education 

State Policy Survey, Fall/Winter 2007
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Why Doesnõt Our Rhetoric Match the Reality?
Hereõs What State Arts Education Experts Say:

#1 Reason: òNCLBó
Emphasis on testing 
Narrowing of the curriculum

éBut NCLB not the only reason
Vague or voluntary state laws
Lack of funding 
Increased course or graduation 
requirements 
Not enough qualified teachers
Implementation left to local control
Little or no accountability

Source: Arts Education State Policy Survey, 

Arts Education Partnership, 2008
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Data Collection on 
a Common Core of 10 Indicators
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Examples of State Policies for 
Assessment of Teaching and Learning

DE ðNew DE Recommended Curr requires formative 
assessmt on benchmarks to guide instruction
AZ ðPursuing legis and state board support for developmt 
of statewide assessmt 
CT ðLocal models developed, many with benchmarks of 
stud work; statewide effort developing voluntary art and 
music for local use
NH ðLocal assessmt aligned w/ standards required; state 
provides prof dev in assessmt tools and strategies
SC ðVoluntary assessmt prog; Arts Ed Research Proj studies 
correlation of results with state test
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Research Studies or Data Collection Surveys 
Planned for 2007- 08

SEA Studies or 
Surveys only

Status of arts 
education in schools

Growing interest in 
assessment
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Yes No Don't Know
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N=47 states

Source: AEP 2007-08 Arts Education 

State Policy Survey, Fall/Winter 2007

(18 states)

(6 states)
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Formats Used to Publicly Report State 
Level Information about Arts Ed
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N = 44 States
Source: AEP 2007-08 Arts Education 

State Policy Survey, Fall/Winter 2007
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Likelihood that Arts Education will be Affected by 
Changes or Modifications in State Policy in 2008

Likelihood either high or very 
low
Expected changes both 
positive and negative
Related to broader education 
issues
Â Standards Review
Â Assessment Practices
Â Teaching Quality
Â High School Redesign
Â P- 16 Data Systems
Â Educ Funding

Likelihood Arts Education 
Affected by Changes in State 

Policy in 2008
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AEP Website: State Policy Database
www.aep- arts.org
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SPD: View and Print Single State Reports on 10 Topics


